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SECTION 1 – SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 
Objections have been made against Tree Preservation Order (TPO) No. 882 that 
covers trees at Nos. 7 and 9 Manor Road. This report sets out why this TPO 
should be confirmed.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 
The Committee is requested to confirm TPO No. 882 notwithstanding the 
objections.  
 
REASON: TPO No. 882 must be confirmed by November 24th 2007. After this 
date, the trees currently covered by this TPO will have no statutory protection. 
 



SECTION 2 - REPORT 
 
2.1  On 24th May 2007, TPO No. 882 was made in respect of 4 x Ash trees. 

The TPO was made in light of a planning proposal to demolish the 
properties at 9-17 Manor Road and construct block of flats with rear 
vehicular access. The latter access and associated car parking would 
impact directly on the 4 x Ash trees at No. 7 and 9 Manor Road. Three of 
the Ash trees are sited within the garden of the objector, Mr Biddle.  

   
2.2 On 27th April 2007, Mr Biddle sent in a letter requesting general 

information about TPOs in his ward. On 2nd July 2007, the Council sent a 
letter detailing the information required.  

 
2.3 On 18th July 2007, Mr Biddle sent in a letter, in essence stating that the 

TPO had been served dishonestly, that the Council was discriminating 
against him and that the TPO would “hurt him”. A letter dated 23rd July 
2007 was sent to address these issues. A request was made in this letter 
to arrange a site visit to discuss the objections and carry out a detailed 
inspection of the subject trees. 

 
2.4 After 1 month there was no news from Mr Biddle regarding the latter site 

visit. Another letter, dated 23rd August 2007, was sent with a request for 
a site visit. Reference was made to the use of powers of entry should Mr 
Biddle not respond. 

 
2.5  On 7th September 2007, a formal letter was sent to Mr Biddle informing 

him of the steps being taken to obtain a warrant of entry.  
 

2.6  On the same day (i.e. 7th September 2007), Mr Biddle sent an email 
again referring to discrimination and the lack of replacement street tree 
planting in the Borough. An email was sent to Mr Biddle informing him to 
raise his complaint about lack of replacement tree planting with the 
Council’s aboricultural operations manager. 

 
2.7  A site visit was subsequently arranged to survey the trees. During the 

site visit, it was confirmed that the Ash trees were worthy of a TPO 
(although covered with ivy that could be managed). A general discussion 
was held with Mr Biddle about TPOs and the latter ivy issue. Mr Biddle 
was then informed that the Council’s Planning Arboricultural Officer 
would be recommending the TPO for confirmation. Given the protracted 
correspondence from Mr Biddle, he was asked to send in a letter 
specifying his objections to confirmation of the TPO. 

 
2.8  A reminder letter was sent to Mr Biddle on 1st October 2007 requesting 

him to send in his objections. To date the Council has had no response 
from Mr Biddle.      

 
2.9 The current position is that only a temporary 6-month statutory protection 

is accorded to the subject trees by virtue of Section 201 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended). This temporary protection 



expires on 24  November 2007. If the TPO is not confirmed by this date, 
the trees will have no statutory protection.  

 
3.0  Regulation 5 of the Town and Country Planning (Trees) Regulations 

1999 provides that if objections are properly made, a Local Planning 
Authority cannot confirm a TPO without giving the objections proper and 
due consideration. 

 
3.1  There is no right of appeal to the Secretary of State against the 

confirmation of a TPO. However, under Section 288 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 (“the Act”), the validity of a TPO can be 
challenged on a point of law by an application to the High Court within six 
weeks of the date the TPO is confirmed on the grounds that: -  

 
3.1.1 The TPO is not within the powers of the Act, or 

 
3.1.2  The requirements of the Act (or Regulations made under the Act) have 

not been complied with in the making of the TPO. 
 

3.2  The Committee is requested to give the objections and the full 
circumstances due consideration.  It is the Arboricultural Officer’s opinion 
that the objections have been adequately addressed.  

 
3.3  It is accordingly recommended that the TPO be confirmed. 
 
 
Financial Implications 
 
 
Performance Issues 
 
Please provide details of specific performance indicators on which this report 
impacts (LAA, BVPI, CPA, PAF).  What is the target for positive change in this PI 
or how is a negative impact being mitigated? 
 
 
SECTION 3 - STATUTORY OFFICER CLEARANCE 
 
 
 

   
on behalf of the* 

Name: Sheela Thakrar   Chief Financial Officer 
  
Date: 15th November 2007  

   

 
 

   
on behalf of the* 

Name: Jessica Farmer    Monitoring Officer 
 
Date: 13 November 2007 

   
 

*Delete the words “on behalf of the” if the report is cleared directly by Myfanwy or 
Hugh. 
 



 
SECTION 4 - CONTACT DETAILS AND BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
 
Contact:  Russell Ball, Planning Arboricultural Officer, extn: 6092 
 
Background Papers: Tree Preservation Order N0. 882 
 
 
IF APPROPRIATE, does the report include the following considerations?  
 
 
1. Consultation  YES/ NO 

2. Corporate Priorities  YES / NO  

3. Manifesto Pledge Reference Number  
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